Ministry with Children and Youth

Policy Statement

The First Church Middletown is committed to creating and maintaining an
environment in which children, youth and adults can worship side-by-side. This means
fostering opportunities for youth to participate fully in the life and ministry of the
church, including peer relationships with youth their own age and intergenerational
relationships with adults. It also means creating space for youth to explore their faith
through service, learning and worship leadership.

In order to promote a safe and appropriate intergenerational community, we
acknowledge that children and youth, by virtue of their age, are not able to offer
informed consent; and so it is the responsibility of adults to uphold the highest
standard of ethics and conduct in order to protect children and youth from abuse and
exploitation.

Therefore, in relationships among youth and between adults and minors:

1. Sexual contact between adults and youth is never appropriate or
acceptable, regardless of the conditions or circumstances.

2. Physical and/or verbal violence, harassment and intimidation are never
tolerated.

3. Discrimination due to age, race, marital status, sexual orientation,
gender identity and expression, socioeconomic status, mental and
physical ability, spiritual tradition is never permitted.

During all church-sponsored programs and in all ministerial relationships, it is
never permissible for an adult to be alone with a single child or youth.

The Two-Adult Rule. For church activities in which
children or youth are gathered there will be at least two
(2) responsible adults per every ten (10) children or
youth.

It is only ever acceptable for one adult to supervise a group of children or
youth during times when the building is occupied for a church event and other adults
are nearby. On such occasions, the doors must have clear windows, or may not be
closed. Doors must never be locked. A designated adult will be charged with the
responsibility to check in on the group at regular intervals.

After worship, when other church programming is not being provided, the
supervision of children and youth is the responsibility of their parents.



Nursery Room

Drop-off/Pick-up

The nursery opens at 9:45 AM. As parents arrive they are asked to:
1. Sign the child in on the sign-in form
2. Notify the attendant(s) of any special needs the child may have.
The nursery will remain attended until the last child is picked up. Parent(s) are
expected to pick up child(ren) directly following the service, prior to going to Coffee
Hour.

Attendats(s)

There are to be at least two Adults present in the nursery at all time as Nusery
Attendants: the Nursery Lead, and at least 1 church volunteer.

The Nursery Lead is a paid childcare provider hired by the church to be the
consistent week-to-week presence in the Nursery for children and their parents. Their
role is to supervise and care for the youngest children, while church volunteers lead
curriculum and activities for the older children.

As an employee of the church the Nursery Lead is screened via Connecticut
state CORI background check and consulting their references. They are trained on this
manual and orient to the Wonder Garden Nursery space and supplies by an member of
the Religious Education Committee.

Diapering

Nursery Attendants do not change diapers. If a child is in need of a diaper
change the child’s parent will be notified by one of the attendants.

Snacks

Because snacks are offered, parents/guardians should be notified that the
Nursery is not allergen-free.

Parental Assistance
Parents will be called out of worship for the following:
e to change a diaper
e to comfort a child who has been crying for more than ten minutes.
e to comfort a child who has been hurt or become ill.




Wonder Garden

During Wonder Garden and other Religious Education activities under the name

of First Church Middletown, the following principles and procedures will be adhered

to:
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. There must be two adult leaders per room. Wonder Garden leaders are

expected to recruit a replacement if they are unavailable to teach.

At no time will an adult be alone with a single child or youth during a church
activity.

No child will be left alone at the church building or on church property.

No child will leave the church building or church property on their own.

At no time is a classroom door permitted to be locked while the room is in use.
Children up through Grade 2 will be accompanied to the bathroom. The adult
shall ensure that the bathroom is empty and then wait outside the door.
Children up through Grade 2 will not leave their classroom until picked up by a
parent or other designated adult. Leaders will stay in the classroom until all of
the children have been picked up.

. Grade 3 and up can leave the room to go to the Parish Hall for coffee hour.
. Adult Leaders will not leave the church premises with children during the

Wonder Garden time.
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